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A preiminary study of tracheoesophageal fistula treated with different kinds of covered metallic stent Li Xing, Zhou Shi, Ma
Ning, et al. Department of Radiolagy, the Affiliated Hospital of Guiyang Medical College, Guiyang 550001

[ Abstracl  Objective: To evaluate different kinds of covered metallic stent implantation i treatment of tracheoesophageal fistula.
Methods: 10 cases of trachecesophageal fistula including 6 cases caused by esophageal carcinoma, 1 by stenting and radiotherapy for malig-
nant esophageal stricture, and 3 by bronchial aitery infusion( BAI) . The stents used included Gianturco Z covered stent(n= 2), Uliraflex
stent( n= 2) and home made Nitnol covered gen( n= 6) . 10 covered stenis were successfully implanted in all patients. Results: Stent im-
plantation covered successfully and completely the fistula. The aphagia was greatly improved and the coughing due to drinking disapp eared
at once dter the placement of the stents. All patients could take soft or semiliquid diet within 2~ 3 days. In most cases the infection of lung
was effectively controlled. Complications of stenting included downward migration of stent(n= 1), collapse of the upper end of gen(n= 1)
and gastroesophageal reflux(n= 3). Patierts were followed up 1~ 12 months (mean 6 months). 2 patients with massive esophageal hemor
rhage and 4 wih extensive metastases died n 6 months. 4 cases suvived more than 8 months and received radiation and chemotherapy.
Conclusion: Placement of covered stent is a simple, safe, effective and palliative treatment for tracheoesophageal fistula.
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