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STUDIES ON THE ETIOLOGY OF TRACHOMA
I1. EXPERIMENTAL INFECTION IN MONKEYS

Tanc Ferran, Cuanc Hsmo-rnou, Lt YrFet and Lu Sogunc
National Vaccine and Serum Institute and Municipal Tung fen Hospital, Peking

Although the etiological agent of trachoma is generally considered to be a virus,
the problem is far from completely solved. In the previous study on trachoma
inclusions, the authors have agreed to the likelihood of virus as an eticlogical agent
for trachoma. In view of the importance of the solution of this problem to the
welfare of the mankind and in view o¢f the availability of macacus monkeys, experi-
ments aimed at isolating the virus and reproducing the disease in this species of
animal were carried out,

This experimental work was divided into two parts. In the first place, direct
inoculation with scrapings from diagnosed cases of trachoma was applied to higher
monkeys, seven of which were M. rhesus, and the eighth was probably so. It was
found that three out of the inoculated animals showed typical clinical manifesta-
tions of trachoma with an incubation period lasting 17-60 days, and the course, 3-7
months. After the disappearance of the follicles, pannus and scarring were not
produced. In two of these animals, typical trachoma inclusions were found from
the scrapings of the conjunctival materials, which, as far as the authors are aware,
had not hitherto been described in literature.

In the second part of the experiment, attempts were made to passage the in-
fected materials in series, but both trials resulted in the disappearance of infection
in the 3rd generation. The reasons for this failure are briefly discussed in this.
paper.
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