%19 K% 2 t EH v A F R F R Vol 19, No.2
2003 6 Joumal of Shanghai University of Electric Power June 2003
. 1006— 4729(2003)02— 0065— 04
( s 200090)
. « »( ) A .
HO030 A
, Brown, Levinson, Leech Grice
b
b b
’ ~ 9
b b ’ b
b b b
Grice

(cooperative principle ). Leech

b

(politeness principle).

» [

Grice

: 2002— 10— 30

(D A: We’ ll all miss Bill and Agatha, won’ t

we ?
B: Well, we’ 1l all miss Bill 7.
(O ,B A , B
LA
B « Bill
Agatha” . B
A , Bill,
Agatha, “
Agatha” .
, “ ---but not
Agatha” , A
, Agatha.

(2) A: How do you like my playing the
saxophone ?
B: I'don’ t have an ear for music; I’ m afraid.
2 ,B
, A , A

b K



66 2003

(1) Excuse me, Prof. Johnson, but could I

, trouble you for a minute ?
, , » Johnson . ?
. . . , (2)Hey, John, got a minute ?
Leech Grice , » John, 7
6 9 9

1 (Tact Maxim ) s s ’

(a) H . ’ ’

(b) .
2 (Genewsity Maxim ) 2

(a) ; { »( ) A
b . All the Cabbie Had Was a Letter

3 (Approbation Maxim) A,

(a) ; ( “7) )
(b) .
4 (Modesty Maxim) , ,

(a) H ) ’

b . ,

5 (Agreement Maxim ) . )

(a) ;

(b) . ) ,
6 (Sympathy M axim )

(a) ;

) . :

()" m no hurty. Go ahead and finish your
’ , letter.
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(2)Letters fom home always mean a lot. At least
they do with me because I" m always on the road so
much.

(3)You know, when it says here that there aren’ t
many of us left, that’ s absolutely right. Every time I
go to a class reunion, for example, there are fewer and

fewer still around.

(4)Cabbie: “I'm not much of a hand at writing. ”
Narrator: “I don’ t think any of us keep up our

correspondence too well. T know I don’ t.”

(3)IY s o fun to lose any friend— and losing a
real one is even tougher.

(6)Well, we should all keep in touch with old
friends more than we do. But things comes up and we

just don’ t seem to find the time.

, (5

b b

(6) ,

2

b

(7) This is a good part here. .. That must have

made you feel good, didn’ t it ?
(@)1 know I’ d like to receive letters like that

from my oldest friend.

<P ,
H (8) ’

“Thank you”; ,
“I” m sorry”.
“please, thank”
Father: “ Would you please so kind as to give me
the rag, Bob 7’
Son:; “Please, Daddy.”
Father: “ Thanks, darling, you are so kind.”
Son; “Thanks, Daddy. It s nothing for me.”

: “How much did it cost 7

: “Was it very expensive 7
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Politeness Principle in Conversation

TAN Zhen-hua
(Dept. of Foreign Language, Shanghai University of Electric Power, Shanghai 200090 China)

Abstract:  The politeness principle is an important part in pragmatics study. In order to achieve good
results in interaction, people should follow not only the cooperation principle but also the politeness
principle. This article analyzes the conversation in a text in College English ( Completely New Edition ) to
illustrate the application of the politeness principle in interaction. It also gives a brief account of the
different politeness criteria in various cultures.
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