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Research on the Identity of Historic Building Conservation Based on Theseus Paradox
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Abstract: The essence of Theseus paradox and its derivatives is whether things could remain “identical”. Through thought

experiments and logical reasoning, it is concluded that three necessary conditions are required to remain “identical” , namely

unchanged functions, unchanged compositions and spatio—temporal continuity. This paper applies the concept of identity to historic

building conservation, and re—examines the principles of originality and integrity. The identity of historic buildings is a sufficient

condition for originality and integrity, and also the core as well as the ultimate goal of historic building conservation.
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