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Animal Rights and Human Obligations in Inter-species Sports

FAN Dong-sheng

(Nanjing Communications Institute of Technology, Nanjing 211188)

Abstract: Sports activities with participation of humans and animals are called inter-species sports. There are varied forms to
participate, including mutual fight between humans and animals, capturing or killing animals by humans and using animals as a
means of transport for running races or skill games. In inter-species sports, the relationship between humans and animals has
two main forms: first, dominate animals’ behavior patterns, and second, deprive animals”’ lives. With the theory of philosophy,
ethics, sociology, this article discusses rights, harm and other basic concepts. And then on this basis, this article clarifies the le-
gitimacy of animal rights, and combs the necessary relationship between humans and animals. Combined with the forms and fea-
tures of inter-species sport, this article suggests that deprivation of animals”’ lives, which might be called “bloody sport”, should
be firmly resisted, the type of inter-species sport in which human dominate animals’ behavior patterns should exist modestly,
but humans should fulfill the obligation to protect and take care of them, and prevent animals from unnecessary hurts.
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